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{EDITORIALS 


The Illumination of the Spirit 
Which We Call Faith 


As Calvin describes the love of God the Father 
as the efficient cause of justification, and the 
obedience of Christ as its material or meritori- 
ous cause, so he describes the illumination of 
the Holy Spirit or faith as the instrumental 
cause. Thus at each point it is God Who is 
our Saviour. 


The things of Christ remain at a distance 
from us as long as we only study Him as a 
matter of history or of speculation. But the 
Holy Spirit as the hand of God draws us to 
Christ the heart of God and makes His work 
to be our salvation. The Spirit is the Inward 
Teacher or the bond by which Christ unites 
us to Himself, the key Who unlocks to us the 
treasury of Christ’s merits. 


The Spirit does this by illumining our hearts, 
or working faith in them and thereby uniting 
us to Christ in our effectual calling. Faith is 
the first evidence that we belong to God. By 
faith we understand that God is our forgiving 
heavenly Father, not the dread Being we for- 
merly hated and feared. For the Spirit sheds 
abroad the love of God in our hearts teaching 
us that even when we were sinners Christ died 
for us. 


As the Holy Spirit brings the living Christ 
to us, faith is a confrontation between the 
Saviour and the sinner that issues in faith and 
repentance. This confrontation, this work of 
the Spirit, keeps faith from being a mere abstract 
transaction; and the resulting faith and _ re- 
pentance, or knowing Christ in the power of 
His resurrection and in the fellowship of His 
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suffering keep the popular word “confront” 
from becoming a mere magical formula. 


As the work of the Spirit faith consists more 
in certainty than in comprehension. We know 
in part. Our knowledge is very imperfect and 
even our faith is imperfect. But the secret of 
assurance is in not letting the things we do 
not understand upset our confidence in the 
things we do know. From the Word we know 
that God tells the truth and that the truth 
telling God says He forgives our sins because 
Christ died for us. We accept these two great 
truths and the Spirit bears witness with our 
spirits that God is our merciful forgiving Father 
and we are His forgiven children. 


There is no doubt in faith, but there is doubt 
in believers. At the foot of the Mount of 
Transfiguration the anxious father cried, “I 
believe, Lord, help Thou mine unbelief.” And 
Jesus received and honored this confession 
which in its honesty confessed both the belief 
and the unbelief of the Confessor. Again, He 
said if ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, 
which Luther exegeted as meaning that even 
weak faith does it. The Old Testament promise 
is that the bruised reed He will not break and 
that the smoking, or dimly burning, flax He 
will not quench. Thus in our lives we boast 
not the greatness of our faith, but the all-suf- 
ficiency of our Saviour and the completeness 
of His work for us. Faith is only the empty 
hand of the beggar that putteth on Christ for 
justification. As Spurgeon once put it: “It is 
not thy joy in Christ that saves thee, it is 
CHRIST. It is not thy hold on Christ that 
saves thee, it is CHRIST. It is not even thy 
faith in Christ, though Faith is the means, it 
is CHRIST.” 

Some years ago at Campus in the Woods a 
college student came to talk about his spiritual 
condition. “I thought I accepted Christ with 
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my whole heart two years ago, but did I ac- 
cept Him a hundred per cent?” The adviser 
replied, “Whether or not you accepted Christ 
two years ago, accept him here and now. As 
an Ambassador of God I offer Him to you now. 
Receive Him today.” 


The student again accepted Christ and the 
decision was sealed with prayer. But two nights 
later the same man was back with the same 
problem: “I thought I accepted Christ two 
years ago; I thought I gave Him my whole heart 
two nights ago; but did I make a thousand per 
cent commital.”” Then the slow-minded Adviser 
began to awaken: “No, son, you did not make 
a thousand per cent dedication. You are not 
an angel. You are a very imperfect believer, 
a sinner saved by grace. But you do not hate 
God as you did before your conversion two 
years ago. The natural man is at enmity toward 
God. You were that two and a half years ago, 
but the Spirit came into your heart and showed 
you the love of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
Since that time you have believed, with an 
imperfect faith, but a real trust. And every 
flicker of that faith is a sign of the Spirit’s work 
and an assurance that God is for us. And if 
God be for us, who can be against us.”—W.C.R. 


Both Soul and Body 


In our insistence that the content of the Chris- 
tian faith is of vital importance we must at 
the same time never lose sight of the fact that 
the fruits of that faith are also of vital im- 
portance. 





What is there possibly to commend itself in 
an orthodox faith which does not show itself 
in Christian living? And, how is Christian liv- 
ing shown more clearly than in those outward 
expressions of love, in its practical applications, 
which reach directly into the daily problems and 
needs of those around us? 


Some one has truly said that Jesus came 
preaching, and with a cup of cold water in 
his hand. No one can read the Gospel record 
without being impressed with our Lord’s con- 
cern for the spiritual needs of his hearers. But, 
He also was concerned about their immediate 
physical needs, and again and again His miracles 
were performed to meet those needs. 


As one studies contemporary Christianity it 
is abundantly evident that the proper balance 
is often lacking. There are those who see the 


material and social needs of men and feel that 
these must be met before any gospel can be 
effective in reaching their minds and _ hearts. 
There are others who seem to have little con- 
cern for the problems of man in his daily living, 
and concentrate solely on a message designed 
to help the spirit. 


We believe with all our heart that the primary 
consideration in God’s redemptive work in Christ 
Jesus is to save man’s soul from sin and to 
assure him eternal life through faith in the 
Saviour. But, there is little to commend such 
a faith if those who have experienced personal 
salvation do not, along with their witness for 
Christ, include a heart-felt desire to help the 
hungry and care for the needy. James tells us 
that “faith without works is dead,” and it 
behooves each one of us to daily look around 
us and see if there is something we can do for 
others which will bring comfort and hope to 
the soul and also material help where that is 
needed. 


Our church offers many avenues of service 
through which we can minister to the needy 
at a distance. Each congregation should also 
be constantly alert to help those within the area 
which they serve. Also, each of us as individual 
Christians should be sensitive to the needs of 
those with whom we personally come in contact. 
The Scriptural principle is: “Especially to the 
household of faith,” but our help must also 
be given, in the name of Christ, to all those 
who in His providence become our personal 
responsibility. —L.N.B. 





The J O Y of Salvation 


In this world, or in the next, there is no hap- 
piness which is real except and unless it is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. The Christian is the 
only person in the world who has the right to 
be happy, for he knows where he is and where 
he is going. 


However, there are many Christians who do 
not seem to find any real happiness in their 
faith, either because of an incomplete surrender 
of their lives and all they have to Christ or a 
failure to properly evaluate and appropriate 
that which is theirs. 


There are many, many ways of describing both 
the source and fact of Christian joy. We would 
suggest two lines of thought which may be help- 
ful to some: 
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The joy of salvation comes from things dis- 
carded and things acquired. 

This joy comes from sins repented of: true 
repentance is a necessary part of salvation. It 
is a sorrow for sin; net the sorrow which the 
world knows, for that is death, but that godly 
sorrow which recognizes sin for what it is and 
abhors it because of God’s holiness. 

This joy comes from sins confessed: repent- 
ance which is not accompanied by confession 
of sin is not true repentance. It is not enough 
to be sorry for the consequences of sin; one 
must be sorry because of the fact of sin and be 
willing to confess that sin as an offense to God 
and worthy of His holy judgment. 


This joy comes from sins forsaken: neither 
repentance nor confession are real until there 
is a willingness to forsake those sins we have 
recognized and admitted. This does not mean 
that we can give up sin by a mere act of the 
will. It is not reformation which is effective, 
but regeneration. To forsake our sins means 
that we are willing, by God’s help and His con- 
tinued presence, to live in His strength and not 
our own. 


This joy comes from sins forgiven: salvation 
cannot be described completely in terms of se- 
quence but it is the experience of Christians 
that a great floed of joy fills their souls when 
they come to the realization that their sins, 
known and unknown—repented of, confessed 
and rejected have all been forgiven and forgot- 
ten because of faith in the redeeming and aton- 
ing work of our Lord Jesus Christ. God's for- 
giveness, in Christ, is something so far above 
the comprehension of man that we can only 
rejoice in that marvelous thing which He has 
done for us and wonder at the love which has 
made it possible. 


These four sources of Christian joy all stem 
from something which has happened to and 
for us. They become the foundation on which 
other joys are built. However, we are again 
faced with the problem of trying to describe 
God’s grace in our hearts in terms of logical 
sequence, for that is impossible. 


If Christian joy comes from things which, by 
God’s redemptive work have been discarded, then 
the fullness of that joy is measured in terms of 
things which, through Christ, we have acquired 
—and continue to acquire. 

This joy comes from a new fellowship: all 
that we have and ever hope to be is in and 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. It 
is with Him that we now have fellowship and 
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this fellowship is so ever-present, so intimate 
and so replete with an ever growing realization 
of His love and grace that it means a trans- 
formation in every area of our living. Sin broke 
man’s capacity for a right fellowship with God 
but this capacity has been restored by the One 
who has cleansed us from our sins in His Own 
blood. The growing Christian is one to whom 
this fellowship is both a daily and an ever 
increasing experience. 

This joy comes from a new perspective: only 
the Christian sees this life and eternity in thei 
true perspective. Not that any of us can now 
understand these things fully, but, the Chris- 
tian realizes that God has created him for a 
purpose, that as a redeemed person he has 
certain responsibilities here in this world. More 
than that, a Christian realizes that the things 
which are seen are temporary, but the things 
yet unseen are eternal, and he places the em- 
phasis for himself and for others on that eternity 
which God has prepared for them who love Him 
and His Son. 


This joy comes from a new power: how hope- 
less and frustrated is the life lived by and for 
self! How confused and disappointing are those 
efforts at self reformation! How unhappy is 
that one who “tries to be good” and never 
succeeds! But, a Christian has something new 
inside. There is a divine power which comes 
from the One who dwells in our hearts by faith. 
There is given power to break the fetters of 
sin. There is given power with God in prayer. 
I here comes power, through the Holy Spirit's 
presence, to witness for Him. There is found 
utat power which God has ordained in His 
Word. All power belongs to God, but, in His 
infinite grace He uses human _ instruments 
through which to exercise that power and one 
of the great joys of the Christian is the realiza- 
tion that it is God Who works in and through 
him for His Own glory. 

This joy comes from a new hope: Paul knew 
it was far better to pass on into that glorious 
future with Christ, but he was willing to con- 
tinue to suffer for Christ in the flesh for the 
benefit of those to whom he ministered. But, 
at all times Paul, along with other Christians, 
knew that our hope is not in this world but 
in heaven. Our Lord constantly held up to 
his disciples the hope of Heaven. What Heaven 
is like no eye hath seen, no ear hath heard, 
and not even man’s imagination can conjure 
up. But it will be a never ending experience 
ef those things which God has prepared for 
them that love Him. 

Surely, with these joys of salvation all so 
freely given, those of us who name the name 
of Christ should commend the faith which we 
profess by lives which show inward resources 
and outward evidences of joy—the joy which 
the world cannot give and which the world can- 
not take —L.N.B. 
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Magazine Religion 
By Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 


In the past little while religion has become 
a topic for the popular magazines. No doubt 
the insecurity of the post-war situation has re- 
vealed the superficiality of modernistic optim- 
ism and the hopelessness of out and out natural- 
ism. To avoid an emotional burden that leads 
to insanity numbers of men and women are 
turning their thoughts to religion. And _ the 
magazines recognize the interest value. 

What kind of religion do the magazines of- 
fer? This is a question of some importance. A 
part of the answer is to be found in an article 
entitled, Can a Scientist Believe in God?” by 
Warren Weaver of the Rockefeller Foundation. 
This article first was published in Look, and 
it seemed so excellent to the editors of the 
Readers Digest that they not only republished 
it but are trying to circulate reprints of it. 

For Dr. Weaver the fact that we cannot see 
God is no more of a reason for not believing 
in God than the fact that we cannot see elec- 
trons is a reason for not believing in electrons. 
Electron is a name for a set of phenomena that 
happen with regularity. No one can deny that 
these phenomena occur, and electron is their 
name. ‘Therefore electrons exist. Similarly, 
argues Dr. Weaver, God is a name for another 
set of consistent phenomena. No one can deny 
that men, when they are deeply troubled, find 
comfort in hymns and memories of childhood; 
no one can deny that in moral crises men some- 
times feel a sense of guidance, a hunch, a con- 
viction that such and such is the right thing 
to do. Other similar experiences are also un- 
deniable. Well, then, God is the name for these 
phenomena just as electron is the name of other 
phenomena. Therefore, concludes the article, a 
scientist can believe in God. 

We wish to ask, however, whether a scientist 
who gives a name to certain phenomena actually 
believes in God or not. Does the word God 
mean for the Christian a set of emotional ex- 
periences? Or is God a living personal Creator? 
An atheist can believe that these sets of phe- 
nomena occur; he would not deny their reality. 
But an atheist is honest enough not to call 
these experiences God. They are simply our 
experiences. Between the atheist who uses lan- 
guage and the person who tries to sound religious 
by a tricky use of names, there is some advan- 
tage on the side of the atheist. 

The important question is not so much, Does 
God exist? but, What is God? This question 
imay sound like dry-as-dust theology, but the 

ssues of theology go to the center of our very 
being. What is God? is a very important ques- 
on. And Presbyterians who have been brought 
ip as Presbyterians know the answer from child- 
ood. Do you remember your catechism? It 
(joes not say, God is a name; it says, God is a 
(Can you finish it?) 
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Faithful Witnesses 


The Church of Jesus Christ has two responsi- 
bilities with regard to the doctrines it teaches: 
to be sure these doctrines are true to God's 
revelation of Himself in His Word, and to in- 
sist that those who teach and minister in its 
name shall declare the whole counsel of God 
faithfully. What any church does with those who 
teach doctrines in conflict with the faith it ofh- 
cially professes will determine quite largely what 
kind of church it will become. Attention was 
called in a recent issue to the action of a United 
Lutheran Church committee which voted to 
recommend immediate suspension of a minister 
found guilty of heresy. Any church which deals 
thus with those who deny the plain teachings 
of Scripture will be in this respect faithful to 
her Lord, and will have some hope of main- 
taining a distinctive and effective witness. Peo- 
ple will know what such a church believes, and 
how seriously it takes its beliefs. 


Not every church finds it easy to deal prompt- 
ly and decisively with differences concerning its 
doctrines. Sometimes the doctrinal difference 
is not clearcut. Sometimes those who teach varia- 
tions in doctrine do so quietly and more “care- 
fully.” In some instances those who would “de- 
fend” the faith lack the wisdom and the sym- 
pathetic kindness they should have. At other 
times there are not enough strong men who 
dare to speak out with the courage of their con- 
victions, and act bravely for the good of the 
church. And sometimes the difference in doc- 
trine has quickly spread so far that a determined 
stand for the faith would bring about schism. 
The struggle for purity of doctrine is not easy, 
but Truth is always more important than com- 
fort and ease in Zion. Only a church zealous 
for the Gospel of her Lord, diligently faithful 
in her teaching, and constantly alert to prevent 
the rise of error, can hope to maintain her wit- 
ness in the midst of an unbelieving world. 


Dr. Elwyn A. Smith, in an article in Presby- 
terian Life (August 6) deplores the lack of a 
theological interest in the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A. The Church is united administratively, 
he says, but not theologically, and the situation 
requires that “theological discussion be kept 
to a minimum to avoid risk of its (the present 
unity’s) breakdown.” He goes on to say, “It is 
not troublesome questions about the cross which 
need to be removed by some modernizing job on 
the Westminster Confession. The problem lies 
deeper. It is that the full impact of the cross 
is lacking in our Church because we have not 
felt free to discuss our faith in recent years; 
and in consequence, there does not exist in 


Presbyterianism anything like the vigorous the- 
ological interest among lay members that must 
characterize an evangelizing church. 
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“The cost of abstaining from an ardent effort 
to grasp our Christian faith more clearly has 
been catastrophic to the Presbyterian Church,” 
he says. “Our negative affection for an older 
theological status quo has rendered us all but 
helpless to win converts among people whose 
decisions, however arrived at, must in the end 
stand the test of thought. Those who work 
among these people seldom use the books of 
Presbyterian theology; they recommend books 
written by modern writers who are in contact 
with the present world and who have examined 
the Bible freshly. A candid appraisal of the 
books to which we refer educated people would 
reveal immense discrepancies with official Pres- 
byterian theology. A substantial number of peo- 
ple become Presbyterians because they are lonely 
and long to understand the unanswered ques- 
tions of human existence. Our tolerant Church 
permits them to continue their quest without 
interference—and without much help.” 





The church that becomes tolerant of serious 
doctrinal error is bound to drift away from its 
professed theology. The ultimate price is the 
loss of a distinctive witness and of an aggressive 
evangelism. Dr. Smith hopes his church is now 
ready to think “more deeply about the meaning 
of our adoption in Christ Jesus. Certainly we 
must begin this task if we wish to be an evangel- 
izing church. This calls for the formation of 
study groups in presbyteries to decide whether 
ministers and laymen really find our Church’s 
Confession their personal confession of faith. 
It calls for lay study groups in churches which 
compare the Bible with our books of church 
order and doctrine. It invites every layman to 
bring out into the open his own hidden doubts 
about Christian doctrine and not to rest until 
he has found a new honesty in his profession 
of faith and a new capacity to speak of his 
Christian faith to his friends.” 


Nothing could be better for any church, and 
for ours also, than to keep alert to the impor- 
tance of sound doctrine. Well may we ask our- 
selves whether there is a vigorous theological in- 
terest in our Church, and whether we are con- 
stantly seeking to set forth what we believe, and 
why we believe it. Are our Confessions museum 
pieces from which we have turned away to quite 
conflicting ideas, or do we all of us, ministers 
and laymen, honestly believe they are a true 
interpretation of the Word of God? Ought we 
not also constantly and seriously study and 


teach our doctrines in the light of the Holy 
Scriptures? Will not a more lively concern for 
the faith we profess make us a stronger Church 
and a mightier Christian witness in the world? 
May God help us to be faithful witnesses to 
His Truth in our generation—The Church 
Herald. 
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Thoughts From Psalm 119. 


Tenth Division : JOD : Verses 73-80: 
A SOUND HEART. 
Key-verse: “Let my heart be sound”; 80. 











I saw an apple tree not long ago. A storm 
had broken it off and it was lying on the 
ground, its black and rotten heart exposed to 
my view. I read an article some months ago 
entitled, “Watch Your Heart.”” When the doctor 
examines you and says your heart is sound, you 
feel 100% better. It would be wise for us to 
have the Great Physician examine our hearts. 
What would His verdict be? 


The Bible has a lot to say about our “hearts,” 
and by “heart” the Word of God means our 
whole “Inner Man.” 


There is a most illuminating incident in 
Matthew 15:19 : Jesus tells His disciples that 
it is “out of the heart” that evils proceed: it 
is not unwashed hands, but unwashed hearts 
that defile a man. “Man looketh upon the 
outward appearance, but God looketh upon the 
heart”: I Samuel 16:7. “Thy heart is not right,” 
said Peter in Acts 8:21,22. “Keep thy heart with 
all diligence, for out of it are the issues of life”: 
Proverbs 4:23. 


What is a “Sound Heart’’? 


l. A Healed, Cleansed Heart. 

All our hearts need this: “The heart is de- 
ceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked”: Jeremiah 17:9,10. “Create in me a 
clean heart” (see David’s great prayer; Psalm 
51.) 


2. A Filled Heart: The heart must be filled 
with warm blood. An empty heart is an invita- 
tion to Satan and evil spirits: See Matthew 
12:43,44,45: (Helen Montgomery, I believe, 
calls this paragraph, “The Peril of an Empty 
Heart’). Fill our hearts with the best: ‘““Think 
on these things,” says Paul, in Philippians 4:7-9. 


3. A Beating Heart: In tune with the heart 
of God. God tells His people in Ezekiel 11:19, 
20;18:31; 36:26, that they can have such a 
heart. 


4. A Tender Heart: Hardening of the arteries 
is bad; hardening of the heart is worse : Psalm 
34:18; Isaiah 57:15;66:2; Broken, contrite hearts. 
Hearts full of compassion; like the heart of 
Christ. “O for a heart to praise my God!” 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 








LESSON FOR OCTOBER 2 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





The Birth Of Jesus 


Background Scripture: Luke 2:1-40. 
Devotional Reading: John 1:1-14. 


Our Golden Text is a good introduction to our lesson. There are three groups of two words 
each which bring out the wonders of this verse: “Good tidings” — “Great joy” — “All people.” 
Bad news, “evil tidings,” are very common. We wonder, sometimes, if any of the “Good News” gets 
into the newspapers. Most of the space is taken up with wrecks of cars and planes, murders and 


scream out fearful news. There is a great deal 
of good news, but it usually does not appear 
in the papers. They say that “No news is good 
news,” but we like for the sun to break through 
the clouds, and let some of this good news come 
through. The world was shrouded in darkness 
when the news of our text came bursting through 
the sky. The news of His birth is the best news 
that ever came to earth. It is no wonder that 
it was brought by “Special Delivery,” and that 
the angels brought the message. The news of 
His Birth; the news of His Resurrection; the 
news of His Second Coming; all were brought 
by “Special Delivery,” as someone has well said. 





These good tidings were to bring “Great joy.” 
There is nothing which has brought such joy 
into a world of suffering, sorrow, sadness, and 
pain. Oh the happiness of the man whose trans- 
gression is forgiven, whose sin is covered, ex- 
claims the Psalmist. This sort of blessedness 
is possible because Jesus was born. Through 
this Man is preached unto you the forgiveness 
of sins. His very name denotes this fact; Thou 
shalt call His name Jesus, for He shall save 
his people from their sins. The world can be 
relieved of its burden of sin, can shout for joy, 
because Jesus came. He also speaks peace to 
troubled hearts, which are breaking because of 
other burdens; Come unto me, all ye that labor 
and are heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 





These good tidings are to be for “all people.” 
No longer is the Messianic message confined 
largely to one race, the Chosen People. They 
were supposed to be missionary, for God said 
to Abram, Be thou a blessing. The Jews, how- 
ever, did not carry out this part of their mis- 
sion, except in a most limited way. Some felt, 
fas Jonah felt, when he was compelled to go and 
preach to Ninevah. He was sorry when they 
repented and their city was saved. 





Now there can be no narrowing down of the 
} good tidings. Jesus came first to the lost sheep 
| of the house of Israel, but when He gave His 
“Marching Orders” to His disciples, the com- 
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crimes of all kinds, political and diplomatic “crises,” and the menace of war. The _ headlines 





mand is plain, Go ye into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature. They shall 
come from the East, and from the West; from 
the North and from the South, and shall sit 
down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the 
kingdom of heaven. In the book of Revelation 
the throng of redeemed ones is from every nation 
and kindred and people and tongue under 
heaven, all of them washed and made white in 
the blood of the Lamb. 


Our Devotional Reading from John 1:1-14 
takes us back to the very beginning: “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God; the same 
was in the beginning with God.” Before His 
Incarnation; before He was born of the Virgin 
Mary, He existed as the Second Person of the 
Trinity, very God of very God, same in sub- 
stance, equal in power and glory. This is what 
makes His birth the greatest and best news. 
The birth of some great man like Moses is a 
notable event, but when the eternal Son of God 
“emptied himself,” and took the form of a ser- 
vant, and came as the Babe in Bethlehem, then 
there is “NEWS” indeed. There are mysteries 
here, mysteries which angels would like to in- 
vestigate, but we can believe any miracle pos- 
sible, and to be expected, when such a stu- 
pendous event takes place. If there is ever a 
time when miracles are “in order,” it is such 
a time. 


The Story of His birth which we study today 
is taken from the Gospel of Luke. Luke is 
a most careful and accurate historian. We see 
this proved in the book of Acts. He is writing 
to Theophilus, and this Gospel is usually 
thought of as the Gospel written for the Greeks. 
“That thou mightest know the certainty of those 
things, wherein thou has been instructed.” The 
good tidings must be based on facts, not fancies. 
The facts about His birth are stated for us in 
the verses we study today. They are given in a 
simple, straightforward way. 
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I wish to just mention some of the events in 
Chapter 1. We have the Birth of John the Bap- 
tist, the Forerunner; the Announcement to 
Mary, that she is to be the mother of Jesus, and 
the visit of Mary to her cousin Elisabeth, the 
sharing of their wonderful secrets, and the songs 
that they sang. These “Songs” will be taken 
up later. 

I. The Birth of Jesus: 2:1-20. 

This is the story which we usually read at 
Christmas. It is so simple and familiar that 
it needs no explanation. There are several 
verses which I wish to notice, for they bring 
us some practical lessons. (1) Caesar Augustus 
did not realize that he was helping in the ful- 
fillment of Old Testament prophecy when he 
sent out his decree that “all the world should 
be enrolled” for taxation. It was this order of 
his, however, that brought Joseph and Mary 
to Bethlehem, and so fulfilled the word of the 
prophet that He should be born in Bethlehem 
of Judea. (2) “Because there was no room for 
them in the inn.” John had said of Jesus, He 
was in the world, and the world was made by 
him, and the world knew him not. He came 
unto His own, and his own received him not. 
He was unnoticed by the world He made, and 
not welcomed by His own chosen people. The 
Creator of the world came to visit his world, 
and the world did not even recognize its 
Creator. When the Queen of England visits 
her possessions she is given a “royal welcome.” 
We saw this demonstrated just a short time ago. 
There was no such welcome for the “Royal Visi- 
tor,” the King of Kings. The Jews who had 
been reading about their Messiah, and who 
should have been eager to acclaim Him when 
He came did not as a whole receive him, and 
soon rejected and crucified their Messiah. We 
have here a sad commentary on the condition of 
the Jews, and the world. (3) “But as many as 
received Him, to them gave he power to become 
the sons of God, even to those that believe on 
his name. The first to receive Him were the 
shepherds; And there were in the same country 
shepherds abiding in their fields, keeping watch 
over their flocks by night. What is more fitting! 
God had promised to raise up a True and Right- 
eous Shepherd in the place of the false shep- 
herds. The Great Shepherd of the sheep comes, 
and the announcement is made to the lowly 
shepherds. ““The common people heard Him 
gladly,” was spoken of Him later, and the com- 
mon shepherd folk receive Him gladly. (4) 
This is one of the three “Special Delivery Mes- 
sages,” as we have seen, in the New Testament. 
When we have a very important letter to send 
we send by Special Delivery, or by “Air Mail.” 
God sent this message by “Air Mail,” on the 
wings of angels. (5) “Glory to God in the 
highest.” The coming of Jesus with all its re- 
sults is the thing which will bring the greatest 
glory to God, for Redemption is more glorious 
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even than Creation. (6) His Kingdom will 
bring peace. At first there will be, not peace, 
but a sword, but the final outcome will be 
blessed peace. (7) “Let us go and see. 
Suppose all men were that wise! Jesus is saying, 
as He said to the two disciples, “Come, and 
see.’ (8) Mary kept all these things and pon- 
dered them in her heart. The whole portrait 
of Mary, the mother of Jesus, as we find it in 
the gospels, is a very, very different picture 
from the idolatrous conception which has been 
manufactured for us by the Roman Catholic 
Church. Mariolatry is Idolatry. We honor the 
Virgin Mary, for she is highly-favored, and is 
the most blessed among women, but let us be- 
ware of making a god out of her. She would 
turn in horror from our worship, even as Paul 
and Barnabas did. 


II. The Presentation in the Temple: 2:21-40. 

Mary and Joseph were very careful to con- 
form in every way to the Ceremonial Law. They 
presented Him to the Lord and offered the cus- 
tomary offering. 


Then follows the record of some others who 
“received Him.” There was a man in Jerusalem 
whose name was Simeon; the same was just and 
devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel; 
and the Holy Ghost was upon him.” Even in 
the darkest days, days of spiritual depression 
and unbelief, there was always some elect - a 
remnant - who are like Simeon. The Jewish 
Church as a whole was cold and unbelieving and 
full of hypocrisy and formalism. Here was an 
exception to the rule. He took the young Child 
up in his arms and blessed God, and said... . 
(notice this especially) “A light to lighten the 
Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.” 
Here we find this devout Jew recognizing the 
worldwide nature of the gospel. He also said 
that a sword should pierce the soul of Mary. 
We can almost see this “sword” as we read 
John 19:25. 


“And there was one Anna, a prophetess.”” She 
gave thanks and spake of him. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER 2 


A Sound Investment 


Hymn: “This Is My Father’s World” 
Prayer 

Scripture: Psalm 145:1-13. 

Hymn: “I Love To Tell The Story” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

Almost every new discovery or development 
made by science is hailed as a sign of progress, 
but there is no real progress until we learn to 
put these new things to the right use. The auto- 
mobile is a wonderful machine. It has revolu- 
tionized our way of living, but the automobile 
wrongly used has become a dangerous kille1 
and a destroyer of property. The automobile 
serves progress only when -it is properly used. 
The same can be said for every other product 
of science and industry, and in this program 
we have radio and television especially in mind. 


Television is a product of this present genera- 
tion, and radio is not much older, yet their in- 
fluence on our nation is so great that it would 
be hard to measure. (To illustrate this you 
could ask for a show of hands of all those who 
have radios at home... then of those who have 
televisions.) Perhaps most of us do not realize 
how strong an impression is made on us by 
what we see and hear, until we find ourselves 
unconsciously repeating songs and jingles that 
have come to us over the air waves. The fact 
that we are powerfully influenced by radio and 
television cannot be denied, but that influence 
cannot be put down as a sign of progress unless 
it can be proved that the influence is good. Most 
of us will admit that there is both that which 
is wholesome and that which is not. Our first 
speaker will lead us in a discussion of what is 
good and bad about what we see and hear on 
television and radio. 


FIRST SPEAKER: 

(Have a blackboard or large piece of paper 
posted where all can see it. Make three head- 
ings, “good,” “bad,” and “indifferent.” Ask the 
members to suggest influences which come to 
hearers and viewers, and put them under the 
proper headings. There will probably be some 
differences of opinion, and these can lead to 
some very helpful discussion.) 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

Our second speaker will give us some ideas 
ibout religious programs on radio and _tele- 
vision; the need for them and what we may 
‘xpect them to accomplish. 
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REV. B. HOYT EVANS 








SECOND SPEAKER: 

Since it has been proved that these new media 
of communication exert a profound influence 
on people, it is only right that we should con- 
sider how they may be used to reach people for 
Christ who would not be reached otherwise. 
That raises the question of whom we can ex- 
pect to reach. We think first of all of people 
who are providentially hindered from attending 
services of worship and instruction in the 
churches. There are many who honestly fall 
in this group: those who are sick, those who are 
old, and those who live and work in isolated 
places. Radio and television can be very valu- 
able in taking to these people the salvation, the 
inspiration, and the encouragement of the Gos- 
pel. 


Another group to be reached is made up of 
those who are too indifferent to go to church. 
There will be many of these, to be sure, who 
will not want to hear the Gospel even at home, 
but some of them will hear it and will be saved 
by it. Those who do hear will make the under- 
taking altogether worthwhile. In the recent 
evangelistic campaign conducted by Billy 
Graham in Great Britain more than thirty thou- 
sand decisions for Christ were registered among 
people who heard the broadcast of the services. 
In our country there have been few opportuni- 
ties to count the results of radio and television 
witnessing, but we can be sure that there are 
results. There is no way at all of measuring 
inspiration and encouragement which people re- 
ceive, but it is being received. From these indi- 
cations the church can well afford to take more 
seriously its obligation to minister in the name 
of Christ over the air waves. 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

Our last speaker will suggest ways by which 
we, as young people, can contribute to the 
spiritual values of radio and television. 


[HIRD SPEAKER: 

It is our responsibility as Christians to use 
spiritual discretion in what we view and hear. 
All will admit that there are programs which 
are not helpful or uplifting which go 
against what we profess to believe. We should 
determine not to see or hear them. On the posi- 
tive side, we should acquaint ourselves with 
wholesome programs, and profit by them as time 
permits. Almost every station carries a number 
of worthwhile religious programs on its schedule. 
We should know these and take them in, mak- 
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ing sure that they do not become a substitute for 
our own church attendance, Bible reading, and 
prayer. 


We are not only obligated to see and hear 
the best programs . . . we have an opportunity 
through our Presbyterian Youth organization to 
provide better programs. Our topic for today is 
“A Sound Investment.” That is a good play 
on words, but it is really an investment in sight 
end sound. One of our financial objectives for 
this year is to provide a mobile studio for our 
Radio and Television Division of Church Ex- 
tension. If better religious programs are to be 
produced, the people who prepare them and 
put them on must have training. At present 
this kind of training is limited to large centers 
where necessary equipment is available. The 
mobile studio will make it possible to carry valu- 
able training and instruction to many smaller 
localities. In this way the offerings of Presby- 
terian young people will serve to communicate 
the Gospel more effectively to the people of 
our Southland. 


“Take My Life, 
stanzas 3,4. 


Hymn: And Let It Be Con- 


secrated” 
Offering 


Prayer of Dedication and Dismissal. 


ANGLERS 
Lesson No. 121 


HOW THE HOLY SPIRIT 
USED THE TELEPHONE 

I notice that Fisher Of Men,” 
lished in Washington, D. C., is advocating ‘“Tele- 
phone Evangelism.” Doubtless it would be un- 
wise to use the telephone indiscriminately in 
our efforts to win souls to Christ. The occasions 
for it may be rare, compared to other means; 
and even then we should be sure we are Spirit 
guided in it. It would be difficult to name a 
better method than face to face personal con- 
tact. Yet the Holy Spirit (Who is the only One 
that can bring conviction and regeneration) is 
not confined to any specific means if the Per- 
sonal Worker is looking and asking for guidance. 
“Blessed are ye that sow beside all waters,” says 
Isaiah 32:20. “In the morning sow thy seed, 
and in the evening withhold not thine hand; 
for thou knowest not whether shall prosper, 
either this or that, or whether they both shall 
be alike good.” Eccl. 11:6. 


a weekly pub- 


But here is a telephone incident that is really 
startling in its unusual and salutary result. A 
very earnest and consecrated personal worker 
told me about it. She is the kind who is on the 
alert for every opportunity to witness, that a 
soul may be saved. She was visiting in the home 
of a friend in one of our large cities. The 
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telephone rang, and as the hostess was busy at 
the moment in another part of the house, the 
guest volunteered to take the call. She removed 
the receiver and responded by giving the num- 
ber of the phone. A man’s voice impatienth 
said, “Jesus Christ! I didn’t call that number!” 
Quietly but very earnestly she replied, “Suppose 
Jesus Christ had answered, what would you have 
said to Him?” The other end hung up with 
a slam. 


Then here is what happened: This man was 
an executive officer in one of the largest banks 
of the city. The reason for his slamming the 
receiver back into its rack was because he was 
suddenly under conviction. He sat at his desk 
for a moment, thinking—and thinking hard. He 
remembered the number of the answering phone, 
and after a restless night, next morning, remem- 
bering the number, called again. This time it 
was the hostess who answered. By inquiry he 
learned the name and the address of the guest 
who had answered the day before. He wrote 
her a note humbly apologizing for his rudeness 
and his profanity, and asked if he might have 
an interview with her. An appointment was 
made, with the result that the bank officer pub- 
licly made his profession of faith the following 
Sunday and was received into the church mem 
bership. 


“For thou knowest not whether shall prosper, 
either this or that... ”’ 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By Rev. Clinton C. Baker 
Matthew 7:7-11. 


There are at least two lessons in prayer to 
be found in these verses. Think about each of 
the verbs in v.7 which describe the action the 
petitioner is to take. Are these verbs character- 
istic of your prayer life? Could a listless, pas- 
sive, unaggressive prayer life be one reason why 
more of your prayers are not answered? What 
is promised to the person who is earnest in his 
praying (vv.7-8)? Meditate on the analogy of 
vv.9-11. How ready is God to answer the prayers 
of believers? Do you expect Him to answer the 
petitions you earnestly bring to Him? In earnest 
prayer we are not laying hold of God’s reluctance 
but of His deepest desire to hear and answer. 


Jeremiah 29:11-13. 


Sunday, Septem ber 25 


Monday, September 26, 

Jeremiah is writing t fier exiled from Jeru- 
salem to Babylonia (v. Jerusalem is being 
destroyed because of ‘wn sin (vv.16-19). False 
prophets were saying that the Jews would re- 
turn to Jerusalem immediately (28:10-11). How 
does Jeremiah answer these false prophets 
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(vv.4-10) ? What plans does the Lord have for 
His people (vv.10-14)? What do you see of the 
love of God toward those that seek His face 
(vv.10-14) ? Contrast this love with the fury God 
displays toward those that persist in sin 
(vv.17-19)! Do you deliberately persist in the 
sinful thoughts and deeds that God abhors? Do 
you realize what the outcome of continuing 
in sin will be? Notice the extent to which God 
will restore the penitent (vv.10-14). Do you 
genuinely desire to seek God’s face? Then claim 
the promise of I John 1:9 for yourself. 


Tuesday, September 27, Mark 2:3-12. 


Crowds were following Christ (1:28,37,45; 
2:4,13), but opposition was arising (2:6-7,16,24; 
3:6). What type of people thronged to hear 
Jesus (vv.15-17) ? What type opposed Him? Op- 
position to real Christianity often comes from 
“religious” sources. In reading through the pas- 
sage, notice the basis for the opposition of the 
Pharisees (vv.6-7). How does it compare to the 
reaction of the crowds (v.12)? What claim did 
Jesus indirectly make about Himself in forgiv- 
ing the paralytic’s sin (v.7b)? What visible 
proof revealed the authority of Jesus (vv.9-12a) ? 
One purpose of Jesus’ miracles was to prove 
His Deity and Messiahship (John 7:31). What 
should have been the reaction of the Pharisees 
to the miracle recorded here? Do your own 
conventional ideas about religion serve as a 
blind to what Christ is trying to show you? 


Wednesday, September 28, James 1:5-8. 


With these verses, also read 3:13-18. How 
would you characterize the wisdom for which 
a Christian is to pray (3:17)? What is its rela- 
tion to a righteous life (3:17)? There were 
those in the Church who prided themselves 
in their “wisdom” (3:1). What must their wis- 
dom have been like (3:14-16)? What must the 
Christian do to acquire the wisdom from above 
(1:5-6)? What part does faith play (1:6-8)? 
God gives us this wisdom through the Holy 
Spirit who is our Teacher (John 14:26). Do 
you long for the “heavenly” wisdom that results 
in a godly life? Have the spiritual insights you 
have received into the Scriptures altered your 
conduct? 


Thursday, September 29, Acts 22:6-15. 


Paul is testifying to his conversion betore a 
hostile crowd of Jews (21:31-32). Compare this 
account with that found in Acts 9:1-19. Does 
Paul omit any parts of the story that might have 
put him in a more favorable position with his 
audience? Are you afraid to testify as to what 
Christ means to you because of what people may 
think? What was Paul’s attitude toward Chris- 
tians before his conversion (vv.4-5)? What ef- 
fect might this fact have on the drama of Paul's 
conversion (vv.6-9)? Not everyone has the dra- 
matic experience of conversion that Paul had. 
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But at some point every Christian must display 
the attitude he displayed toward Christ (v.10a) . 
Conversion is essentially a willingness to let 
Christ run one’s life. Who runs your life— 
Self or Christ? 


Friday, September 30, Matthew 26:36-46. 

Read through this familiar passage, analyzing 
the nature of the disciples’ temptation and sin. 
What was Christ looking for in His disciples 
at this hour (vv.36,38,40)? Peter, James and 
John were Jesus’ three closest associates (v.37) . 
They shared with Him His most sacred experi- 
ences (e.g. the Transfiguration Matt. 17:1-8). 
Did their sin lay in something they did or in 
something they failed to do? What personal 
inconvenience would they have to accept in 
order to be of service to their Lord (v.43)? Are 
their times when you fail to render to others 
the assistance needed because it would incon- 
venience you? What Jesus voluntarily was to go 
through (v.39) makes possible the forgiveness 
of all sins (I John 1:7b). Do you confess to 
Him your sins of omission? 


Saturday, October 1, Galatians 3:23-29. 


God's ultimate purpose in the Old Testament 
was to prepare for the day when man could be 
justified by faith in Christ. The purpose of 
the Mosaic Law was to keep man in restraint 
and to teach him God’s moral standards in 
preparation for the coming of Christ (vv.23-25) . 
Does the fact that the Christian is no longer 
bound by the law, but has become a son of 
God, imply that he may act as he pleases 
(vv.25-26)? If a person has “put on Christ” 
(v.27), how will his conduct be affected? How 
does this concept of behavior fulfill the prophecy 
of Jeremiah 31:31-34? Are your good deeds the 
result of your own efforts, or are they the fruit 
of God’s law that has been written on your 
heart through Christ? 


Church News 


Birmingham Architect Volunteers 
for Mission Work 


Nashville, Tenn. — Mr. Charles F. Davis, Jr., 
partner of the Birmingham, Ala., architectural 
firm of Van Keuren and Davis, will leave Bir- 
mingham on September 5 for Korea, where he 
will serve for the next month as an adviser to 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S., mission. 








Mr. Davis, a native of Montgomery, Ala., and 
a graduate of Alabama Polytechnic Institute at 
Auburn, volunteered his services to the mission 
after an urgent request was sent back to the 
States for an experienced architect to work with 
mission planners in choosing sites and design- 
ing new mission buildings. He will arrive at 
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Faejon, Korea, on September 1Z, one week after 
leaving Birmingham, and will be met there 
by Mr. H. Petrie Mitchell, mission secretary 
and treasurer. Later the Birmingham architect 
will consult in Seoul with the Rev. Wm. A. 
Linton, chairman of the Mission College Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Davis is a ruling elder of the South High- 
land Presbyterian Church of Birmingham, a 
member of the American Institute of Architec- 
ture, and has been practicing his profession in 
Birmingham for some twenty years. 





Alumni Requests Continuation of 
Glade Valley School 

Glade Valley, N. C. — The alumni of Glade 
Valley School held its annual dinner and meet- 
ing here the evening of August 13, and went 
on record unanimously as desiring that Glade 
Valley High School be continued. Action of 
the North Carolina Synod in July had called 
for discontinuing support of the school after 
three years. Alumni also requested the support- 
ing presbyteri les to postpone for six months any 
further steps concerning the high school, until 
a more thorough examination of the school’s 
facilities and operation could be made. Glade 
Valley, a co-educational institution, is owned 
and controlled by the presbyteries of Orange 
and Winston-Salem. 


John Kellenberger made the major address 
of the evening, speaking of the future of the 
high school. 


The meeting closed after election of the fol- 
lowing officers: L. W. Bowden, Jr., president; 
Howard T. Lyon, vice president; Miss Ethel 
Moxley, secretary and treasurer. 





DAVIDSON NEWS 

Davidson, N. C. — A German educator will 
teach his language to students of Davidson Col- 
lege. 

Dr. Karl G. Jung will serve as Exchange Pro- 
fessor of German language for the 1955-56 school 
year. His permanent employment is with the 
Kepler-Gymnasium at Tubingen, Germany, 
where he has taught since 1945 and served 
assistant principal since 1949. 

Dr. Jung comes to Davidson through the 
United States government exchange program. 
Dr. Howard P. French, Jr., Associate Professor 
of German at Davidson, is this year teaching 
English in Germany as part of the exchange. 

Dr. Jung is one of seven new faculty members 
recently announced for Davidson. Others are 
Dr. Harold P. Ford, political science; Dr. Rich- 
ard A. Bernard, mathematics; Mr. Frederick D. 
Benton, physics and mathematics; and Mr. 
Larry Champion, Mr. E. Bryan Gillespie and 
Mr. Julien B. Ficklen, English. 
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Davidson College today announced the ap- 
pointment of E. Bryan Gillespie of High Shoals, 
N. C., as an instructor in English. 

Gillespie will assume his new duties 
as the college begins its 
freshman orientation. 


Friday 
119th school year with 


He is a graduate of Gardner-Webb Junior 
College, and earned his A.B. degree from Wake 
Forest in 1953. In February of this year Gil- 
lespie was awarded his M.A. degree by Duke 
University, and during the spring semester 
served as an English instructor at Marshall Col- 
lege, Huntington, W. Va 


Iwo recent graduates of Davidson College 
have been named to the college faculty and will 
begin their duties next week. 

Larry Stephen Champion will serve as in- 
structor in English, and Frederick Benton Davis 
as instructor in physics and mathematics. Cham- 
pion graduated in 1954, and Davis June of 
this year. 


Champion, a native of Shelby, earned his 
M.A. degree in English from the University of 
Virginia. At Davidson he was a member of Phi 
Gamma Delta social fraternity, and was promi- 
nent in extra-curricular activities. 

He played in the Davidson football and con- 
cert bands, and will continue to play this year 
with the Charlotte Symphony orchestra. 


Benton is a native of Norlina, N. C., and was 
also active in extra-curricular activities at 
Davidson. He served as treasurer of Pi Kappa 
Alpha social fraternity, vice-president of Sigma 
Pi Sigma, honorary physics fraternity and of 
the Eumanean literary society and was a mem- 
ber of Scabbard & Blade, honorary R.O.T.C. 
fraternity. 


Increased enrollment, construction of more 
buildings and spiralling costs of operation key- 
note the opening of Davidson College on Sep- 
tember 9. 


A freshman class of 270 will report for regis- 
tration and orientation on Friday. Upperclass- 
men register September 12 and 13, and will 
swell the total enrollment to 860. 


Construction begins this week on a new men’s 
dormitory, scheduled for completion one year 
hence and designed to house 96 students within 
its three stories. 


The W. H. Belk Hall this year opens its 
doors to 306 student occupants, two to a room, 
next week. It was started almost two years ago 


and completed this week at a cost of more than 
$900,000. 


And amid the problems of heavy enrollment 
and building programs, the college struggles 
with spiralling operations cost. Like other pri- 
vate institutions over the nation, Davidson Col- 
lege finds its income from endowment altered 
by the shrinking value of the dollar. 
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WORLD MISSIONS RECEIPTS 
Budget for 1955 $3,050,000.00 
Receipts to date 1 593,635.28 
Percentage of annual budget 

received for 1955 52.25%, 
Balance needed for 1955 1 456,364.72 
Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer. 





A Liquidated Mortgage 

Fountain City, Tenn. — The congregation of 
Cross Roads Presbyterian Church, with 75 active 
members, has just paid off a mortgage of $4500 
on the manse, eight years before final payment 
was due. In a recent financial campaign headed 
by the Rev. J. B. Hollenhead, pastor, members 
were urged to raise the $2100 principal which 
still remained of the debt contracted in No- 
vember, 1949. The mortgage was not due until 
1963. 


Twelve persons in the 75-member congrega- 
tion are charter members. Cross Roads Church 
was begun as a chapel of Fountain City Presby- 
terian Church in the 1940's and grew to the 
status of a separate church by 1949. 

Future plans call for a $25,000 church addi- 
tion with a kitchen and dining room. 








Building Dedication 

Memphis, ‘Tenn. — Consecration services for 
the new educational building of the Buntyn 
Presbyterian Church were held here the evening 
of September 7, with John L. Wellford, chair- 
man of the building committee, making the 
presentation of the building. T. T. Somerville, 
chairman of the church’s Board of Trustees, 
accepted the building on behalf of the church. 


The $160,000 structure is three stories, air 
conditioned, and includes a_ fellowship hall 
seating 250, a fully equipped kitchen, a library, 
and thirteen classrooms. 

The Rev. A. Clark Dean is pastor of Buntyn 
Church. 


Unusual Group of “Levites” 
During the early months of 1955 in the con- 
gregation of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Rock Hill, S. C., there were five retired min- 
isters and their wives and five candidates for 
the ministry. 


The retired ministers and their wives were: 
Dr. and Mrs. F. W. Gregg; Dr. and Mrs. J. T. 
Dendy; the Rev. and Mrs. Paul Moore, recently 
removed to Louisville, Ky.; the Rev. and Mrs. 
Johnston Hutchison; and the Rev. and Mrs. 
James C. Grier. 

The ministerial candidates, all reared in the 
church are: Jack Sadler, a rising senior at 
Davidson College; John Jackson, also of David- 
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son, and John Sadler, a student at King College 
in Bristol, Virginia; Sammy Mendenhall who 
has recently moved his membership to Ebenezer 
Church; and Charles Robinson who is studying 
in the Episcopal Seminary in Alexandria, Vir- 
ginia. All but Robinson are under care of 
Bethel Presbytery. 


In addition to the above, two daughters of 
the church are in full-time Christian service: 
Miss Christine White who is teacher of Bible 
in the Public Schools of Gastonia, N. C., and 
Mrs. James McGruder, formerly Frances Craig, 
a missionary in Japan. 

—H. Dockery Brown. 





Third Church, Houston, Builds 


Houston, Texas — Groundbreaking for the 
new $82,000 sanctuary of Third Presbyterian 
Church, Houston, has been tentatively set for 
mid-September, according to an announcement 
made by H. W. Carder, chairman of the church’s 
building committee. 


The Third Presbyterian Church, with a pres- 
ent membership of 386, will build an air con- 
ditioned sanctuary which will have a seating 
capacity of 314. The exterior walls will be of 
brick and the building will have a chime belfry. 
The present structure will be used as an edu- 
cational building after it is remodeled. Ad- 
joining the present church property is a lot 
the congregation recently purchased to convert 
into parking area. 

The twenty-five year-old church was organized 
as a mission of First Church of Houston. Dr. 
R. D. Nelson became its pastor in 1953. 


Women’s Work 


JAPAN 





MISSION 


The following is a letter recetved by the 
Executive Secretary of the Board of 
Women’s Work from Dr. Frank Brown, Jr., 
after the Japan Mission had received the 
news about the Birthday Gifts 


“We got Dr. Fulton’s cable and I’m sure you 
know something of the thrill that we felt at 
knowing that the full amount of our request 
had been met. But perhaps even more than 
the actual money, if possible, was the feeling 
that the Women of the Church are so thorough- 
ly backing this project. In fact, the one thing 
we need now is your prayers. 


“These last several weeks have been very busy 
ones for us as we have gone ahead with the 
details of the hospital building, many of which 
had to wait until we knew approximately what 
we could expect from the Birthday Offering. 
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It has been exciting to sign contracts for an 
elevator, a laundry, and to put in a few addi- 
tional and much needed sinks and cabinets with 
the assurance that we had the money to pay 
for them. 


“As you know, the movable equipment of 
the hospital hinged a great deal on the Birth- 
day Offering, and so we are just now making 
up our detailed lists. And thanks to the Birth- 
day Gift, we are able to equip the entire 65-bed 
hospital. 


“I could go on writing for pages about our 
appreciation for this really wonderful gift, and 
I still would be unable to tell you how much 
it means to us and the people we are working 
with here. We just want you to know that ow 
hearts go out to you in thanks. 


“We are planning to have a cornerstone lay- 
ing ceremony in October, at which time Dr. 
Bradley and Dr. Fulton will be present, and we 
hope will take part. Mrs. Taylor is, I believe, 
writing you as to the possibility of an active 
member of the Women of the Church, who may 
happen to be with the Armed Forces in Japan, 
coming as an official representative of the 
Women of the Church to this ceremony. It 
would mean a lot to us if something like that 
could be arranged. 


“The hospital building is now about 18 
inches high and growing steadily. Actually, of 
course, the foundations go down into the ground 
another 8 feet, but what you can see is 18 inches 
high. The weather has been hot and dry, which 
has been good for building. Even the rainy 
season was shorter than usual and did not delay 
construction. 


“We will keep you informed of the 
as the building develops for we 
that we are still working with 
project. 


pre 2TeSS 
want to feel 
you on this 


With very sincere regards, 


Frank A. Brown, Jr. 





RESPONSE TO OPPORTUNITY 


(From a member of the class studying “Church Music” under 
the leadership of Miss Mary Louise Green, in Snedecor Region 
Women’s Training School, Tuscaloosa, Ala., in August, 1955.) 

“The purpose of the writer of the stories in 
‘Hymns Interpretations,’ by Charles C. Wash- 
burn, is to awaken a new and a deeper appre- 
ciation of the literary and spiritual content of 
hymns.” 


After reading the above statement, I decided 
to approach this study in a different way. In- 
stead of just reading the interpretations and 
accepting them without proof, I took about 


two and one-half hours to read and play over 
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the hymns to see if the hymns had a new mean- 
ing for me personally. 


There were many hymns I have sung for 
the mere beauty of music, with no particular 
thought to the meaning of the content, but 
now I seem to see them in a new light, 


The hymns that I have passed over and 
thought were meaningless because of the music, 
I see new meaning and beauty in them. 


I have applied the hymns to every need of 
the human heart that I could think of and there 
is one to meet every human need. 


If selected properly the hymns can be the 
focal point of the church service. 


May I make this simple comparison? A service 
without hymns would be like rolls without 
yeast—F lat. 


I have gained a lot from the course in church 
music. I believe it can be carried further than 
the church to all organizations and activities 
where Christians are involved. As Chaplain of 
my school’s P.T.A., I see where I can set the 
tone of the meeting by well selected, meaning- 
ful hymns, an earnest prayer in keeping with 
the theme of the meeting. 

I hope this course will be offered each sum- 
mer until the entire Southern Presbyterian de- 


nomination is able to “sing with one accord.” 
—Mrs. B. B. Hardy. 





Some Actions Of General Assembly 
Relating To The Board of 
Christian Education 
That the General Assembly offer thanks to 
God for His blessings and seek His guidance 
and benediction in the ministry of Christian 
Education in every area of the Church’s re- 

sponsibility. 


That teachers, parents and other children’s 
work leaders in every church be urged to become 
acquainted with and use to fullest advantage 
the six new “Children and the Church” Audio- 
Visual Filmstrips for training leaders of children. 


That every church be urged to fulfill the ob- 
jectives of the 1956 Church Program emphasis 
on Christian Family Life, using the special plans 
suggested in the 1956 Church Program Plan Book 
and in the supplementary pamphlet, “Forward 
with Christ in Christian Family Life.” 


That continued emphasis be placed upon 
training all types of leaders in the local church, 
making use of continuing leadership classes, the 
Teacher Consultants and Training Center pro- 
gram, and clinics in individual churches. 


That every church plan carefully for the ob- 
servance of the following days and _ seasons: 
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Rally Day, September 25, 1955; Religious Edu- 
cation Week, September 25 - October 1, 1955; 
Assembly’s Youth Sunday, January 29, 1956; 
Community Youth Week, January 29 - February 
5, 1956; and Christian Family Week, May 6-13, 
1956. 

That in the observance of Rally Day, every 
Sunday school and church give generously to 
the cause of Christian Education. 


That in view of the 1954 General Assembly’s 
Action designated 1956 as a Year of Special 
Emphasis on the entire program of Christian 
Higher Education, the General Assembly urge 
synods, presbyteries and local congregations to 
co-operate fully in the plans which have been 
prepared for this Year of Emphasis. And that 
the Assembly express its conviction that who- 
ever captures the campus of today will capture 
the civilization of tomorrow, and that in this 
Year of Emphasis we should further our surging 
revival in the educational work which Presby- 
terians have in other generations used with such 
world-shaking power. 

That April, 1946, be observed as the month 
for Emphasis on Christian Higher Education; 
that December 25, 1955, be observed as Chris- 
tian Student Sunday (Life Dedication Day) ; 
that February 19, 1956, be observed as the Day 
of Prayer for Students Around the World; and 
that April 15, 1956, be observed as National 
Christian College Sunday (Day of Prayer for 
Schools and Colleges) . 

That the sessions of all the churches be urged 
to remind parents and church school teachers 
of the importance of preparing themselves for 
their responsibilities by making a careful study 
of the Shorter Catechism, and encourage its 
being taught in the home to children and young 
people. 


Bibles for Flood 


Stricken Families 


The American Bible Society has announced that Bibles 
will be supplied without charge to stricken families and 
churches in the disaster area affected by the recent floods. 

Rev. John Osberg, a district secretary of the Society 
in Syracuse, New York, commissioned to make a survey, 
estimated that upwards of 25,000 Bibles would be re- 
quired to replace those lost or damaged in homes and 
churches. He pointed out that Bibles in 15 languages, 
in addition to English, would be needed. 

Request for replacement of Bibles should be made 
to local ministers who will forward such requests to 
the American Bible Society, 450 Park Avenue, New York. 


The Society emphasized that it will fill requests from 
all stricken families whether or not they previously 
owned Bibles. 

“Meeting the physical needs of stricken families is 
of paramount importance and all should give as gen- 
crously as possible to agencies which are helping meet 
the emergency,” the Society said in making the announce- 
ent. “Of equal importance, at such a time of crisis is 
the necessity for meeting spiritual needs and providing 
piritual comfort. We are offering these Bibles to all 
stricken churches and families in the belief that the 
bible and the faith it engenders is vital at this critical 
me. 
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You Can Wrrness. William H. McCorkle. 
Board of Church Extension, Presbyterian 
U.S.A. $1.00. 


The first item to arrest the attention of the 
reader of this book is the striking title, “You 
Can Witness.” One of the prevailing excuses for 
failure to engage in the evangelistic task is, “I 
don’t know how.” This book is written to ex- 
plain to Christians that they can know how 
and can witness for Christ. The author points 
out that failure to take this thought seriously 
is the explanation for the comparatively slow 
growth of the church of Christ among men. 
He writes, “We face a fact that numbers of 
us, calling ourselves Christian, go through life 
without any conscious, consistent interest in 
the spiritual welfare of others.” He is persuaded 
that with love and understanding Christians 
may be shown that they themselves could be 
missing a major emphasis closer to the heart 
of Ged than any other. He continues, “Souls, 
souls, souls were His chief concern! Could ours 
be less? What should be the heart’s desire of 
these who would follow Him?” To put it in 
other words, the purpose of this book is to try 
to help the layman to examine his mission as 
a Christian. 


For a working definition of evangelism, Dr. 
McCorkle uses the one formulated a few years 
azo by the Madras Foreign Mission Council: 
“Evangelism is so to present Jesus Christ to 
the world, in the power of the Holy Spirit, that 
men shall come to put their trust in God through 
Him, accept Him as their Saviour, and serve 
Him as their Lord in the fellowship of His 
Church.” The author agrees with Billy Graham 
that effective evangelism must be Christ-centered 
to have power, body, and content, and it must 
be Church-centered to have permanency or to 
be lastingly worthwhile. 


Our readers will be pleased to note that the 
evangelism advocated by Dr. McCorkle is the 
whole gospel for the whole man. The evange- 
lism he promotes is concerned with conversion 
but is also profoundly interested in the whole- 
some growth of spiritual stature “unto the meas- 
ure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” 


A salutary warning is given in Chapter 10 
concerning the vital importance of making 
evangelism a year-round program. He quotes 
one Christian who observed, “You know, we 
do not drift toward evangelism, we drift away 
from it.” Dr. McCorkle adds, “We in the Church 
have so many other things to do, so many other 
programs to promote, so many other interests 
demanding our attention. Is it any wonder that 
evangelism must await its turn?” To offset this 
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drift, he holds we must give special attention 
to emphases in evangelism and must plan a 
program to encompass the whole year and seek 
through various approaches to the task of reach- 
ing more souls for Christ and the enlistment of 
them as well-rounded Christians. 


Nothing could be more timely than the study 
of this book throughout every department of 
our church. It iss‘well written, stimulating, and 
challenging. It is the prayer of this reviewer 
that when each reader completes “You Can 
Witness,” he will soon vow, “By God’s grace, 
I will witness — and begin right now.” —J].R.R. 


BrsteE Doctrine: A Junior High Workbook 
on the Westminster Shorter Catechism. Unit 
One; Book One. Dorothy Partington. The 


Committee on Christian Education, the Ortho- 


dox Presbyterian Church, Phillipsburg, New 
Jersey, 1954. $1.50 Teacher’s Edition, $1.25 
regular workbook. 

In the last few decades catechetical instruc- 


tion has fallen into disrepute. Many, however, 
such as our own Dr. Wm. Childs Robinson, have 
constantly declared the need and_ possibilities 
of this type of study. There have been encour- 
aging signs. The recent Draft Catechism of 
the Church of Scotland is an indication that 
“the catechetical method of teaching could be 
used to greater advantage.” Those who remem- 
ber the great place of the Shorter Catechism 
in our past can understand how Robert Louis 
Stevenson could “We must have learned 
more philosophy, perhaps above all more style, 
than we or our teachers dreamed of: a more 
eloquent book, with so much method in the 
eloquence, being difficult to find.” 


Say, 


By far the most encouraging sign in the re- 
vival of catechetical instruction is Miss Parting- 
ton’s new workbook for Junior High pupils. 
Her training and experience enable her to es- 
cape the pitfalls of uninteresting material or 
lack of relevance to the problems of real living. 
A Phi Beta Kappa from Barnard College, she 
has had graduate work at Columbia, Rutgers, 
New Jersey State Teachers’ College, and Har- 
vard, from which she earned the Ed. M. degree. 
Instructing at Gordon College and teaching in 
Christian high schools, she has had ample op- 
portunity to put theory and method into live 
situations. The Committee of Christian Edu- 
cation of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church has 
wisely commissioned Miss Partington to prepare 
a series of four workbooks on the Catechism. 


Each chapter is based upon one or more 
of the questions of the Catechism, of which the 
first workbook covers twenty dealing with what 
man is to believe concerning God. The work- 
book is well illustrated. The questions, as well 
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as the pictures and charts, are designed to hold 
the attention of the child and to stimulate his 
interest. Mere lecture being discouraged, mui- 
tiple subjects for discussion are included. Space 
for answering questions has also been provided. 
The workbook intends to encourage the chii- 
dren to see the problems in Christian living, 
to develop the habit of searching the Bible for 
the answers, and to relate basic Christian doc- 
trines to their daily activities. All in all, he 
learns to use the Bible as his rule of life. Chap- 
ter headings indicate something of the nature of 
the merits of the course, e.g., What's Life All 
About?, What Is Happiness?, Authority of Scrip- 
ture, What Is Man?, and Adam and Us. 


We have found this workbook to meet all 
of our expectations. It will enable the Junior 
high students to give an answer for the hope 
that is within them. In fact, it will supply an 
enviable understanding of the Reformed Faith. 
Directors of Christian Education may find it 
most useful, perhaps, as a vacation Bible school 
course. We even suspect many ministers could 
well afford to put its wealth of suggestive ma- 
terial to work as the basis for midweek doctrinal 
studies. Notes have been added to the teacher's 
edition to help him meet the needs of the stu- 
dent. We are thoroughly desirous of seeing the 
second of this series. 





MAN’s KNOWLEDGE OF Gop. William J]. Wolf. 
Doubleday & Co. $2.95. 

This is a volume in the new Christian Faith 
Series. The series proposes to set forth Chris- 
tian theology in terminology that is under- 
standable to Christian laymen. This is the first 
in this series. The author is a professor ol 
theology at the Episcopal Theological School of 
Boston. 


The principal idea set forth by the author 
is that man can know God only if He is willing 
to reveal Himself. While nature or logic may 
tell man something about God, Dr. Wolf does 
not believe that they reveal Him. 


The author’s theological viewpoint is that 
of neo-orthodoxy. He holds that verbal inspira- 
tion is an imposition on Scripture. He believes 
that revelation is found in the divine-human 
encounter and not in propositions. He defends 
historical criticism in its radical form, yet in- 
sists that it does not destroy the value of the 
Bible. He maintains that the value of the Bible 
is not in its divine inspiration, but in its wit- 
ness-bearing to revelation. 


The main value of this volume is that it 
enables readers who are unable to interpret 
Barth, Brunner, and Niebuhr to get an under 
standing of what neo-orthodoxy is trying to sa\ 
in our day. 
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